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ONE BODY AN6 ONE SPIRIT. 
ONE LORD-ONE FAITH-ONE BAPTISM. 

Ephesians TV. 4-5. 
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My dear Parishioners, 

Now that Mr. Borrer's Temperance 
Mission is over, I wish to explain to you, why I 
have not been able to take any part in it. I did 
not like to do so before, lest I should appear to be 
trying to hinder or oppose him, in what every one 
must allow to be a good object. But now I may 
do so without any danger of so appearing. Tou 
will not imagine, I trust, that it is any local cir- 
cumstances or personal feelings, which have made 
me decline to join this Mission. It is simply 
religiotts principle^ which I will endeavour to 
explain in this letter. 

The circumstances are briefly these. 

In June 1877 we formed in this Parish a Branch 
of the Church of England Temperance Society. 
And since that time we have kept up ordinary 
monthly meetings of its members, but open to any 
one who liked to come, with two more especial 
Meetings, one near Christmas and one near Mid- 
summer, at which we have obtained the help of 
some more prominent Advocates of Temperance as 
Speakers. After our Summer Meeting, on July 
14th last, held in the Rectory Field, Mr. Borrer 
wrote to me, on August 2nd, telling me that it 
was his intention to organize a few days special 
Temperance work in Dursley in the Autumn, 
on a somewhat different plan, namely (to be 
brief) the inviting any or all DenomiiiG.ticrasa» ^^ 
take part in it. I auswexeA. ^i)ci».\i \ ^i^vi^^ "s^^^ 



consistently join him on such a principle, though 
I should rejoice if any of our over-drinking people 
were rescued from their vice by what he did. 

My reasons then for not joining in the Mission 
are these — t 

Because it is quite inconsistent with faithfully 
maintaining the doctrines and discipline of the 
Refonned Church of England to make common 
cause with " all Denominations *' in any distinctly 
spiritual work. Most willingly will I join them in 
any secular objects, — in Philosophical or Scientific 
Societies, in Provident Societies, Horticultural 
Societies, or any objects of that kind. 

But when so serious a matter as our Christian 
Faith is concerned, I dare not subject myself to 
be misunderstood. When ignorant and unin- 
structed people see the Clergy of the Church 
joining with Dissenters in spiritual works they 
are naturally led to think that the Church is 
merely one of many Sects — that it does not 
matter what Sect they join — that all are equally 
right — that Schism is no sin at all — and that 
the way of salvation is taught as fully and surely 
by any Sect as it is by the Church. 

Most surely actions do teach, as well as words. 
And when a man's actions do not agree with his 
words, people are apt to believe his actions mifc/f 
more than his words. 

When then I join with all Denominations in a 
distinctly spiritual and religious work like that of 
opposing the vice of Drunkenness, I take the very 
way to confuse people's minds, as to what the 
Church teaches, and to confirm them in error. 
My testimony to the One True Faith is not 



decided and clear. The trumpet gives an uncertain 
sound. And if so, how can 1 be surprised if 
Churchpeople begin to think it a matter of very 
little consequence, whether they continue faithful 
Members of the Church, or leave it. 

Let me say a little more in explanation of this. 

It is useless, and worse than useless, to shut our 
eyes to the many and unhappy divisions, into 
which Christian people have fallen in these latter 
days. It is a state far beyond any thing ever 
known in the world before, since Christ ascended 
into heaven. It is a scandal to the very name of 
Christ. It is pointed at by His enemies with 
scorn and triumph, as justifying their despising 
His Gospel altogether. 

We find from English History that the first 
setting up of rival Worship took place about the 
year 1570, in the 11th year of the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. Her predecessor Queen Mary bitterly 
persecuted the Reformed Church of England, and 
sought to bring it again under the dominion of 
the Pope of Rome. After her death her sister 
Queen Elizabeth favoured the Reformed Church, 
and restored its Worship, as settled by the Second 
Prayer Book of Edward VI. And all the people 
of this land with the exception of a very small 
minority, worshipped God according to that 
Prayer Book (which is very nearly the same as 
our present Prayer Book) for the first eleven years 
of her reign. At length the Pope despairing of 
ever getting the Reformed Church of England 
again into his power, excommunicated Elizabeth 
in 1569 and commanded all, who still acknow- 
ledged his authority, to separate themselves from 
that Church, and refuse to jom ydl M^^ ^ ^^ti^^ic^. 
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This they did in 1570, and thus began the Branch 
of the Roman Catholic Church now in this land. 

And in the same year the Puritans followed 
their example on the other side. Those who had 
fled from England to various parts of the con- 
tinent for fear of their lives in Queen Mary's 
reign, gradually returned after her death, full of 
the doctrines of Calvin. They said that the 
Reformation had not gone far enough, and set 
themselves up, as a Sect, professing a purer form 
of Worship. These soon separated into Presby- 
terians and Independents. Then about 60 years 
after, the Baptists separated from the Independents. 
The Baptists soon separated into the General 
Baptists and Particular Baptists. The General 
Baptists separated into the Unitarian Baptists 
and the New Connexion Baptists, and the Par- 
ticular Baptists into two other Sects. The Quakers 
arose about 1650. 

And so things went on through the 17th and 
18th Centuries. Division went on dividing, and 
Sects multiplying at a rapidly increasing rate. In 
the middle and latter part of the last century 
John Wesley and his brother Charles arose. 
And though to his dying day, the former solemnly 
declared, that he would never separate from the 
Chiu*ch, his followers have not only separated 
from the Church, but from each other, and now 
form at least eight or ten Denominations. 

At the present time, not to mention 20 or 30 
minor Sects, too few in numbers to be taken into 
account, there are, as I gather from a little book, 
called " Landmarks," published by the Christian 
Knowledge Society, 117 Sects in England and 
Wales, halting registered Places of Worship ; and 



of these at least 112 profess and call themselves 
Christian. 

Such is the state into which the One Body of 
Christ has been brought by Schism ! 

Where the blame of this miserable state of 
Division lies, I do not pretend to say. How far 
with the Church herself for her neglect of duty 
in past years, or how far with those, who have 
separated from her through ignorance of the sin 
of schism, or from self-will, or spiritual pride, or 
private feeling of like or dislike, God only can 
determine. But the bitter fruits of it are too 
manifest. 

It has brought upon this Christian nation the 
guilt of establishing a system of General 
Education, from wmch Religion is practically 
excluded. We are taxed to the amount of about 
five millions to teach to the children of the 
working classes every kind of Knowledge except 
the Knowledge of God and the way of Eternal 
life. 

It has almost destroyed the very idea of One 
True Faith^ and One True Churchy and One only. 

It has taught people to regard the Articles of 
the Catholic Faith as mere matters of opinion^ and 
that a man may believe just what he pleases, 
without in any degree risking his salvation. 

It has led ignorant or half-instructed people to 
feel confident, that whatever appears to tJiem the 
meaning of any passage of the Bible, is sure 
to be the right one, without any danger of being 
deceived. That well-known saying, attributed to 
William Chillingworth at the be^isiSLm^ <^1 "^^ 



17th Century (which is so often misunderstood 
and misapplied) — " The Bible and the Bible only 
is the religion of Protestants," is taken to mean, 
that every man is to take up the Bible, and to 
make his own religion out of it. 

It has led anybody^ who feeh disposed^ however 
unfit he may be, to take upon himself without 
any authority the awful responsibilities of the 
Ckristian Ministry. 

It has taught people to over- value mere exciting 
Preaching — to regard it as the chief part of Public 
Worship — and to receive any one, who has the 
gift of speaking, without any inquiry as to what 
he teaches, or what his authority. 

It has led, and is leading more and more into 
positive unbelief. Men become perplexed by 
hearing diflereot Sects pressing forward their 
peculiar doctrines, and striving one with another, 
till they despair of ever finding out what the 
truth is, and so become first careless and indiffer- 
ent, and next cast off religion altogether. 

In the Service for the Queen's Accession? 
which was composed at the beginning of Queen 
Anne's reign, about 1703, there is a prayer for 
Unity, in vs^hich we pray for " grace seriously to 
lay to heart the great dangers we are in by our 
unhappy divisions. ^^ 

If this was appropriate then, how much more 
)iow, when all restraint seems broken down, and 
the floodgates of error are thrown wide open. 
Every year sees new Sects arise, and the wildest 
doctrines and most extravagant practices are 
regarded with indifference, if not with actual 
approval. How must Satan triumph and rejoice 
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to count up "All Denominations," and to behold 
the Oiie Body of Christ's Church broken up into 
above a hundred Sects, and the One Faith so 
mixed up with every kind of error, that people 
say that they cannot tell one from the other ! The 
present state of Christian people is a scandal to 
the name of Christ, and is as contrary to His Will 
and Word, as darkness is to light. 

We find ourselves then in this country at the 
present time under these circumstances ; 

1. — We have the ancient Church of England, 
which was founded by Christian Missionaries 
certainly within 100 or 160 years after Christ's 
Ascension into heaven — a True Branch of that 
Church, which the Apostles founded, and holding 
the one True Catholic Faith. Once indeed our 
Church was unwillingly brought imder the power 
of the Church of Rome, and made to receive all 
those false doctrines, and superstitious practices, 
which had been gradually, through a long period 
of above a thousand years, added to the Faith by 
that Church. For about 400 years the Church 
of England was under the power of the Church of 
Rome, until by Grod's great mercy at the time of 
the Reformation, those doctrines and practices 
were laid aside, and nothing but the Ancient 
Faith retained, pure and undetiled. 

2. — We have on the one side the body of those, 
who still adhere to the Church of Rome, which 
holds indeed the three Creeds, which we do, but 
still retains with them all those errors, which we 
have cast off. 

3. — We have on the other side, 117 Sects of 
Dissenters, who nearly all koVA. Txxsst^ est ^^^ssa* ^*^ 
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Gospel Truth, but accompanied with otl 
erroneous doctrines, which keep then 
from one another. 

The question then is this : — 

W7mt ought a sincere believer in Jesu 
do under these circumstances 7 

DiiBFerent people will answer this ( 
different ways. 

Some would say — Cast off the n 
gether. — We plainly cannot agree. — . 
the subject of Eeligion altogether. — Ne^ 
it — or at all events have no more c 
truth, than you all can agree in. — 
Board School religion. 

ethers would adopt the line, which 
and his friends appear to take.-Try to 
as much as you can. — Whenever it is 
to hold the whole Truth suppress such 
it as are distasteful to others, " forgettii 
differences, and only remembering 
is our master, even Christ, and that 
brethren," as the President of the 
Conference advises. — Give a little moi 
to the Christian Faith, so as to no 
modem circumstances. — Do not asi 
about each other's faith. — Do not mei 
or schism at all, where it might hi 
feelings, or hinder them from joini 
good work. 

I confess, that I cannot agree with 
or other of these answers, lo me not 
more unsatisfactory, than the continn 
to appear what we are not, and to hie 
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believe. I do not think that such a oourse was 
ever pursued by "the glorious company of the 
Apostles" or "the goodly Fellowsnip of the 
Prophets" or " the Noble Army of Martyrs " in 
ancient days. Truth to them was dearer than 
life — Truth — the whole Truth — and nothing but the 
Truth. 

My own answer to the above question is as 
follows ; 

In the first place — Every one must have full 
liberty to hold openly, what he believes to be true, 
and to act according to it, however wrong he may 
be, provided only that what he believes and does, 
does not prevent his neighbour from having the 
same liberty as himself'. 

In past times, both men and women have been 
robbed of their property, and tortured and burnt 
to death; for holding some religious error. Little 
more than 300 years have passed away, since such 
was the case in this country. 

Thank God, we have learned that such a way of 
maintaining the Truth is utterly contrary to the 
Spirit and Laws of Christ. It is using carnal 
weapons in a spiritual warfare, and never can 
prosper. When a man has fallen into any error, 
we may try to shew him his error, and we may 
reason with him and try to persuade him. Wo 
may deprive him of those spiritual privileges, 
which belong to the faithful. The Church may 
excommunicate him, that is, cut him off from her 
communion, her sacraments and ordinances. But 
here her power ends. She may not injure his 
worldly interests. She may not persecute kusL, 
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Every man's conscience must be respected, how- 
ever great the errors, which lie holds. 

And in the second place — Let every one exerciae 
him^el/y and give to others^ this religious liberty, 
which he has. Let every one endeavour to be 
sincere and consistent, and to act according to 
what he believes to be the Truth, Our religious 
faith is not a matter of little consequence, to be 
taken up and laid down, — to be put on or put off, 
like our clothes. It will be salvation or condem- 
nation to every soul of man. Every one has to 
give account to God, botli for what lie lias believed^ 
and what he has done in this life. Our Lord 
Himself said (St. Mark xvi, 16.) ** He that be- 
lieveth, and is baptized, shall be saved; but he 
that belie veth notj shall be damned." 

Only let every one remember, what St. Paul says 
(2 Cor. xiii, 5.) " Examine yourselves, whether ye 
be in the Faith; prove your own selves." There 
can be but One True Faith, And the grievous 
amount of difference in the faith, which different 
Christian Sects hold, proves beyond all doubt that 
a grievous amount of error is held. And so we 
should all be looking very seriously into the faith 
which we hold, and trying upon what it is built. 

This then explains, why I refused to join Mr. 
Borrer's Temperance Mission on his avowed 
principle of asking ** all Denominations " to join 
in it. / could not do so connistentlf/ with the Faith 
of the Church of Engkuid^ of which Church I 
have been a Priest for 54 yeai'S. I hold no 
extreme opinions. What I believe, any one may 
know, who cares to know. It is contained in the 
Prayer Book — in the Creeds, Aiticles, and 
Liturgy, to which every Bishop, Priest, and 



13 

Deacon, of the Church of England has declared 
his unfeigned assent and consent. When in the 
Creeds, I say "I believe in the Holy Catholic 
Church " and " I believe One Catholic and Apoatolic 
Churchy'^ I mean what I say. I do believe it. 
I do not believe in "all Denominations," — that 
is, I do not believe that above an hundred Sects is 
according to the Will and Word of Christ our 
Lord. And when I join in the Litany, and say 
" From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism, Good 
l^ord deliver us," I mean what those words 
express. I believe tliese things to be .sinful, and 
desire that God would deliver us from them. 

This is what I believe. And while I give to 
others the libeiiy to hold, what they believe, I 
claim the same liberty myself. Truly do I rejoice, 
when Dissenters are able to help the Clergy in 
good works. But we cannot meet them half way. 
We cannot alter one letter of the Catholic Faith 
to win them. Truth is unchangeable and like its 
Divine Author, is the same yesterday, to-day, and 
for ever. 

Some have been pleased to call this " narrow- 
minded bigotry." I much suspect that those, who 
do 80, do not understand the meaning of the 
words they use. At all events if it is so, the 
Inspired Apostles were " narrow-minded bigots " 
also. And so were millions of faithful men in all 
ages, who gave up their lives, rather than one 
iota of the Catholic Faith. And I am only too 
thankful to stand in their company. 

St. Paul in his Ejnstle to the Romans, ch. xiv, 
gives us instruction well suited to these latter days, 
when dijflference of opinion on religio\i& iairicv. ^>si^ 
practice is so prevalent. One T\i\ft ^\C\^V^ ^^^ 
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us is this, V. 5. " Let every man he full 
hi his own mindJ^ It is indeed time, 
one, who would be saved, should ex 
into what he believes and what he d< 
consistent and decided. Nothing cai 
surely wrong than that indiflference 
which makes Christian people willing 
and keep in the back ground, what tl 
or (as it is sometimes expressed) "^ 
differencefij'^ We can respect a man, w 
diflfers from us in what he believes, and 
But it is difficult to respect a man, wh 
Faith in that easy way, which makes 
agree with every body in every thing 
no such elastic Faith as this, taught ir 
or in the ancient Creeds of the Chu 
quite right (as I said before) that the I 
should not impose penalties for errors 
and should give liberty to every one to 
he believes to be right. But the laws c 
no such liberty. When false teache 
corrupt the faith of the Galatian convex 
wrote to them to say that he " gave pi 
jection to them, no not for an hour, that 
the Gospel miglit continue with them." 
And the Bible concludes with that n 
warning, that no man should either ad 
from, the Faith, which is contained ir 
I testify unto every man that heareth t 
the Prophecy of this book, — If any ma 
unto these things, God shall add tin 
plagues, that are written in tliis book ; 
man shall taho away from the words of 
this Prophecy, God sliall tahc away hk 
the book of life, and out of the hoi; 
from the things that are written in 
liEV. xxii. 18 & 19. 
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The Church of England is as zealous, as all the 
Denominations of Christians can be in the cause 
of Temperance. If any one doubts this, let him 
read the last Report of the Church of England 
Temperance Society But she dare not risk the 
safety of that precious trust committed to her 
keeping — tJie Catlwlic Faith, Nor can she do 
anything, which can be thought to show indiffer- 
ence to the unity of the Catholic Church, Her 
Banner ever has borne and ever must bear, the 
motto, which I have put on the title page of this 
Letter, "One Body and One Spirit, One Lorj), 
One Faith, One Baptism." 

Whether it may ever please the Good Shepherd 
in any measure to bring together again His 
scattered- flock, I know not. It is what we should 
ever hope for, and pray for. 

But of tiiis I feel certain, that if it should be so, 
it can never be by altering the One Faith to suit 
" all Denominations." It can only be, humanly 
speaking, by returning to what so many have left. 
It can only be by our all following the precept of 
God by the Prophet Jeremiah, (Jer. vi, 16.) ^^ Stand 
ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, 
where is th^ good tcay, and walk therein; and ye 
shall find rest for your souls,^^ 

I am. 

Your faithful Pastor, 

GEORGE MADAN 

Dursley Rectory, 

November ijth, 1885. 
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